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Wednesday Lenten 

Services Begin 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 1 

7:00 pm 

 

March 8 

7:00 pm 

 

March 15 

7:00 pm 

 

March 22 

7:00 pm 

 

March 29 

7:00 pm 

 

April 5 

7:00 pm 
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Which one of you having  a hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the one that lost  until he finds it? 

When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. 

          Luke 15:4  

(from the Gospel reading for  March 19) 
 

LOST. LOST AND IN 

TROUBLE. Being lost is not 

fun. Whether you are a small 

child who has wandered away 

from the protective nearness of a 

parent while at a department 

store or as an adult in a strange 

city trying to figure out how to 

find your way to an unfamiliar 

address only to find one way 

streets and construction forcing you farther from where 

you “think” you should be heading. The feeling of being 

“lost” and in trouble is a feeling that penetrates your very 

bones.  

 

Lost. Lost and in trouble. As Martin Luther stated in his 

explanation to the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, 

each of us is, by nature, “a lost and condemned person” 

before God. The parable of the lost sheep does not apply 

first of all to someone “out there.” It applies to each of us. 

 

Found. Found and safe. My Good Shepherd has hunted me 

down, time and time again, out there on my own. My 

Good Shepherd has reached for me when I was caught in 

the brambles of my own pride and stubbornness. My 

Good Shepherd has picked me up, dirty and smelly and 

not even aware of how much danger I was in. My Good 

Shepherd has cared for me when the wounds and worries 

of life have bruised and battered my soul. My Good 

Shepherd has claimed me, kept me, brought me back. 

 

Lent is a time when we are forced to reckon with our 

“lostness”.  As the prophet Isaiah so eloquently puts it, 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to 

our own way.” (Isaiah 53:6) Left to our own devices, we 

would have no hope. We would perish.  

 

But thanks be to God we have a Good Shepherd. It is on 

Jesus whom God has laid “the iniquity of us all.” It is Jesus 

who is willing to face the cross and death so that we might 

not be lost forever. It is Jesus who found us and claimed 

us and reconciled us to God. He became lost and forsaken 

for our sakes. He conquered the power of sin and death 

for us.  

If you are feeling lost and in trouble, know that your Good 

Shepherd is diligently searching for you and will not rest 

until he rescues you and restores you. You are loved, and 

you are precious in the eyes of your shepherd and Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

Preschool Chatter 
 

We hope everyone had a nice Valentine’s Day (or as the 

kids say Valentimes).  On February 13 and 14 we held our 

annual Valentines parties.  The children passed out cards 

to one another, played games and ended the day with a 

fun snack and a movie.  A good time was had by all!  

 

During Dinosaur week the kids pretended they were 

Paleontologists.  We placed “Dinosaur Bones” in the 

Sensory table, covered them with sand and had 

paintbrushes for them to uncover the bones.  We also 

worked on sorting bones by size. 

 

What kind of snack would you have during Ice Cream 

week? Well, of course homemade Ice Cream.  It was so 

much fun to have the kids make their own ice cream for 

snack. 

  

In March we look forward to our Family Fun night.  We 

will have a storyteller, movie, silent auction, vendors and 

hotdogs.  If you would like to stop by and shop, the 

vendors will be here from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. 

 

Just a reminder, registration for the 2017-2018 school 

year has begun. If you or someone you know is looking to 

enroll, forms can be found at www.splchastings.org under 

the “learning” tab or on the welcome center.  If you have 

any questions, please contact me at 437-6541.  

 

Kim Sill 

Early Learning Center Director 

 

 
            

                   March 12 
 
 

http://www.splchastings.org/
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Sunday School Minute 
 

How can Lutheran kids embrace the Lenten season?  

In some faith traditions, Lent is observed in physical, 

noticeable ways. Some give up eating certain things for 

certain days, and might abstain from something all 

together during the time of Lent. For Lutherans, those 

things would be more along the lines of family traditions 

than church traditions. My grandmother is Catholic, so I 

grew up with fish on Fridays if I was at her house, and 

even now, she’ll call and invite us down to go out for fish 

at her favorite restaurant between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter Sunday. It’s tradition, and my grandmother explains 

it—“It’s Lent. It’s what we do.” 

 

So what can Lutheran children and families do to make the 

time of Lent meaningful?  

Lent is a time of repentance and contemplation—a time to 

reflect on how our sinful nature can build walls between 

us and God. This is a great time to look at our walls and 

consider how God leads us to take them down.  

 

Things to try this Lenten Season: 

Learn—Open your Bible together at whatever level is 

appropriate. Read to one another. Find a map of the Holy 

Land. Find the places from the Bible and mark them as you 

read. 

Serve—It could be a neighbor, a friend, a stranger, the 

community—find a way to serve that suits your family or 

is brand new.  www.volunteermatch.org has different 

volunteer opportunities you can search. 

Create—Check out Pinterest for ideas on what you can 

make together through Lent. Lots of cross projects, 

planting projects and more are available. 

Pray—If prayer is hard for you, borrow a prayer book 

from the church library (also on the book cart near the 

Old Sanctuary) and read prayers together.  

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 

Dennis and Elvina Harder as they celebrate their 54th 

wedding anniversary on March 23. 

Rob and Kaiya Witt as they celebrate their 20th 

wedding anniversary on March 23. 

Norm and Lenora Holtorf as they celebrate their 66th 

wedding anniversary on March 30. 

 

Sympathies to… 

Family of Fred Glade as they mourn his death. 

Thank You… 
 

My sincere thanks to the members of my church family 

who remembered me while I was recovering from knee 

surgery.  Your thoughts, prayers, cards, visits and other 

expressions of kindness were very much appreciated. 

 

Thank you, 

Kathy Stockman 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL RESULTS… 

On Sunday, February 5 you cast your monetary vote on 

who you thought was going to win the Super Bowl, the 

Patriots or the Falcons.  Your votes were: 

 

New England Patriots:  

$87.95 

Atlanta Falcons:  $212.72 

 
While the Atlanta Falcons 

won your vote, The New 

England Patriots were the 

Super Bowl winners.  But in 

reality the Hastings Family 

Service was the Souper Bowl 

winner with $300.67 and 

perishable goods being 

donated.  Thank you for 

your support to HFS. 

 

 

Teen Talk  
 

Mentor season is my favorite season. I love walking 

through the Narthex on Wednesday nights and see all the 

different pairings talking, laughing and reading together. I 

love hearing from students about what they learned about 

their mentor—“Did you know *insert name of awesome 

mentor* did gymnastics in high school? I love doing 

gymnastics too!” You could change gymnastics to music, 

sports, or a variety of other pastimes—in mentoring, 

common ground beyond our church family connection is 

found and hopefully relationships grow. Thank you to all 

the fabulous mentors and all the families who make 

mentoring a priority over the Lenten seasons.  

 

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

 

http://www.volunteermatch.org/
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After the 

December 

financials 

were 

approved and 

presented, 

John Bergland 

discovered an 

error of 

nearly $6,000 

in the Wages 

and Salary category. Dollars for a new staff position were 

not included in the total. Additional income was also 

received via U.S. Mail. Revised 2016 year-end totals follow: 

 

Income $507,893 

Expenses $486,777 

Over $21,116 

 

Early in February we closed the books on January 

financials.  The Finance Team is happy to share the 

following details.  

 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 1/31/17:       

  Actual Budget   Actual

  

Year to Date:      1/17       1/17              1/16 

Income:   $50,959 $42,478 $42,505 

Expenses:  $33,159  $40,463 $33,561 

Over/(short): $17,800     $2,015 $8,944 

 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 

 $13,079 $18,938 $18,938 
 

The 2016 Audit was completed on January 27 with no 

concerns reported. Thank you to Sally Anderson, Bob 

Cruse, and Mary Rock for taking on this large task! 

 

General Fund giving for the month was extremely 

generous at almost 128% of the projected total. What a 

wonderful way to start off the new year! 

 

The three-year Capital Campaign is starting its final year. 

Offerings for this fund have been running below the 

budgeted amount. The Capital Savings account is currently 

at 5.4 months worth of mortgage payments rather than 

previous totals of up to six months worth. If you have any 

questions regarding your Capital pledge, please contact 

John Bergland at johnb@splchastings.org or 630-269-8507. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support in the ministry of 

St. Philip’s! 

 
 
 

SINCE YOU ASKED... 

 

How come Easter always seems to be on a 

different date? 

 

According to the Bible, Jesus’ death and resurrection 

occurred around the time of the Jewish Passover, which 

was celebrated on the first full moon following the vernal 

equinox. The Last Supper (Holy Thursday) occurred on 

the Passover. Therefore, Easter was the Sunday after 

Passover. Easter is a moveable feast, which means that it 

does not occur on the same date every year.  The Council 

of Nicaea (A.D. 325) set the date of Easter as the Sunday 

following the paschal full moon, which is the full moon that 

falls on or after the vernal (spring) equinox (when the sun 

crosses the plane of the earth’s equator and day and night 

are the same length.)  

 

The Church does not use the exact date of the paschal full 

moon but an approximation, because the paschal full 

moon can fall on different days in different time zones, 

which would mean that the date of Easter would be 

different depending on which time zone you live in. For 

calculation purposes, the full moon is always set at the 

14th day of the lunar month (the lunar month begins with 

the new moon). Likewise, the Church sets the date of the 

vernal equinox at March 21, even though it can occur on 

March 20. Both approximations allow the Church to set a 

universal date for Easter, but it is a date that can come any 

time between March 22 and April 25. 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 

 

 

TULIPS AND MUMS will be available for 

purchase to decorate the Sanctuary for the 

Easter Garden.  The cost is $10.00.  Please sign 

up on the Kiosk and remit payment in the 

envelopes provided into the offering plate or 

office.  Deadline is April 2. 

 

 

MARCH ADULT FORUMS   

       

March 5:   Kathy Luedke and Stephanie Becken 

St. Philip’s Youth 2016 Chicago Experience and Summer 

2017 Conversations 

 

March 12:  Rev. Kathryn Tiede, Director of Church 

Partnership and Philanthropy, discusses Lutheran Social 

Services in Minnesota 

    

March 19:  Jennie Orr Thomas (topic to be announced) 

 

March 26:  Jennie Orr Thomas (topic to be announced) 

mailto:johnb@splchastings.org
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/jewish/first-day-of-passover
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Holy_Thursday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Moveable-Feast-Definition-Of-Moveable-Feast.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/tp/Easter_101.htm
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LENT IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The season of Lent begins on March 1 with our Ash 

Wednesday service. In honor of celebrating the 500 years 

since Martin Luther started a re-forming movement that 

continues today, we will be using one of the great gifts we 

received from him. Each week in Lent after Ash 

Wednesday we will focus on a different section of Luther’s 

Small Catechism. For those who grew up Lutheran, it will 

be a time to revive those memories of “What does this 

mean?” and “This is most certainly true!” (Don’t worry; 

there will not be any memory recitation requirements.) 

For those who grew up in a different tradition, it will be 

an opportunity to gain a better appreciation our Lutheran 

heritage of “grace alone,” “faith alone,” and “Scripture 

alone.” We will of course be using Holden Evening Prayer 

at these services. Plan on making mid-week worship a part 

of your Lenten discipline. We’ll see you there! 
 

2017 Midweek Lenten Worship Schedule 

March 1 Ash Wednesday 

March 8  Ten Commandments 

March 15   Apostles’ Creed 

March 22   Lord’s Prayer 

March 29  Holy Baptism  

April 5  Office of the Keys 

April 13   Maundy Thursday - Holy Communion 

April 14   Good Friday 

April 16  EASTER! 
 

 

FREE MOBILE APP FROM 

AUGSBURG FORTRESS.  Did 

you know that you can download 

Luther’s Catechism on your 

devices?  Scan this QR code to lead 

you to the app. 
 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS NEEDED. St. 

Philip’s has provided a team of drivers twice a month to 

deliver meals to people who are shut-in and unable to 

prepare their own.  Meals on Wheels is one reason some 

people are able to remain in their homes after becoming 

limited in their physical abilities. If you are interested in 

joining the team contact Pat Kohn at 651-428-6065. 

PREPARING THE ASHES – Pastor Geier and the 9th 

grade confirmation group prepared for Ash Wednesday by 

making the ashes that will be used.  Last year’s Palm 

fronds from Palm Sunday were saved and burnt for this 

year’s Ash Wednesday. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL - Rehearsals for the 

Children’s Musical, “Rescue in the Night” have begun!  

Please call Ellen Diischer, 651-470-6160 if you have any 

questions!    
 

The musical will be presented on Sunday, April 2 at both 

worship services.     
 

March Musical Rehearsal Schedule    

Wednesday, March 1:  5:00-6:15 pm - Regular rehearsal  

Friday, March 3: 10:00 am - 1:30 pm 

 Extra rehearsal w/BBQ lunch 

Wednesday, March 8: 5:00-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal    

Friday, March10:          5:00-6:30 pm - Extra rehearsal  

Saturday, March 11:  9:30 am - 12:00 pm - Extra 

 rehearsal    

Monday, March 20:          5:00-6:15 pm - Extra 

 rehearsal    

Wednesday, March 22: 4:45-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal 

Friday, March 24:          4:45-6:30 pm - Extra rehearsal  

Saturday, March 25: 10:30 am-2:00 pm - Extra 

 rehearsal w/traveling tacos    

Monday, March 27: 4:30-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal 

Wednesday, March 29: 4:30-6:15 pm – Regular 

 rehearsal 

Thursday, March 30: 4:30-6:15 pm - Dress  rehearsal 

Friday, March 31: 4:30-6:30 pm - Dress  rehearsal 



6  THE PHILIPPIAN   March 2017 

2017 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING FORGED 

VISION AND POSITIVITY - St. Philip's annual 

business meeting was conducted on February 5 with 89 

voting members in attendance. President Beth Fahlstrom 

called the meeting to order at 12:30 pm. The agenda 

included two voting matters both of which passed.  They 

were a mandated addition to the congregation's 

constitution from the St. Paul Area Synod which dealt with 

language on pastoral roles and/or designations, and a 

motion to pursue the addition of an associate pastor when 

such a person becomes available for call. The election of 

new council officers, an audit committee and a nomination 

committee for 2017 was also accomplished. 

 

It is highly recommended that every household pick up its 

Annual Report from the Welcome Center and read its 

contents.  The life-blood of the congregation is found on 

the pages of this annual historical account of St. Philip's 

ministries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 23 ON HAND FOR SCOUT 

SUNDAY - The 10:30 am worship service on February 

12 was aided by Boy Scout volunteers who helped support 

the hospitality and tasks of the worship service.  St. Philip's 

has supported a Scout Troop most of its history allowing 

it to meet in the building every Monday evening and 

providing garage storage for its equipment.  The Scouts 

gave St. Philip's its AED emergency device some years ago 

as an appreciation to the church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outgoing president of two 

years, Beth Fahlstrom is 

pictured with incoming 

president Adam Barker 

Front Row: Darla Kimmes (Service Committee Coordinator), 

Deborah Dreher (Personnel Committee Coordinator), Kara 

Terhark (Secretary), Adam Barker (President), Dan Retka 

(Audit Committee) 

Back Row:  Ron Toppin (Nominating Committee), Gary 

McDougall (Nominating Committee), Beth Vaughan 

(Nominating Committee), Judy Hansen (Treasurer), Denny 

Kohn (Vice President), Pam Hoffman (Nominating 

Committee), Mary Rock (Audit Committee) 

Not Pictured:  Becky Raimann (Worship Ministry 

Coordinator), Camille Johnson (Learning Ministry 

Coordinator), Julie Sieben (Nominating Committee), Al 

Todnem (Nominating Committee), Sally Anderson (Audit 

Committee) 

Boy Scouts on hand helped open doors for 

approaching worshippers. 

Boy Scouts and their leaders are pictured as follows:  

Martin Onnen, Paul Youngstrom, Don Woodward,  

Noah Woodward, Jacob Youngstrom and  

Scoutmaster Andrew Ahern 
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MARCH IS MINNESOTA FOODSHARE MONTH  

Hastings Family Service is joining with faith communities, 

businesses and organizations across Minnesota to end 

hunger.  For 35 years, the Minnesota FoodShare March 

Campaign has, with your help, restocked local food 

shelves.   
 

Did you know hunger is still a problem in Minnesota? 

 1 in 10 Minnesota families experiences food 

insecurity. 

 Hastings Family Service meets the needs of about 100 

families each month through their food shelf.  45% of 

those served are children. 

 Last year, the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign 

raised more than 5.2 million pounds of food and $7.9 

million for food shelves around the state. 

 Hastings Family Service can stretch each dollar 

further by purchasing food at about 14¢ per pound 

from Second Harvest Heartland. 

 In March every dollar and every pound of food 

receives a proportionate MATCH from MN 

FoodShare. 

St. Philip’s will be having a friendly competition with our 

fellow local churches to see who can collect the most 

contributions.  Watch for more details. 

 

 

HOLY LAND TRIP UPDATE - After a year of 

preparation - and much anticipation too! - our journey to 

the Holy Land will begin on March 14.  Sixteen individuals 

from St. Philip's (Ron and Cindy Toppin, Jay and Becky 

Raimann, Steve and Susan Amundsen, Kristian and Lizbet 

Ronning and children Julia, Linnea, and Tor, Dan and Sue 

Retka, Susan Nelson, Jan Edstrom, Michelle Carlson) 

and seven others (relatives and friends) eagerly accepted 

the invitation - and sacrifice - to make this pilgrimage.  

 

Guided by Kristian's uncle Halvor Ronning, Biblical scholar 

and professional Holy Land tour guide, we will visit biblical 

sites all over Israel, from the Roman city of Caesarea on 

the Mediterranean, to Jesus' boyhood home of Nazareth 

and the Galilean cities where his ministry started and 

flourished, then down the Jordan River (a possible 

baptismal renewal?) to the Dead Sea and Masada, then up 

to Jerusalem to witness the holy sites there (Western 

Wall of the 2nd Temple, Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 

the Garden Tomb and more), possibly even a side trip to 

Bethlehem. Our awesome adventure will end upon our 

arrival back home on March 23.  The group asks in 

advance for your prayers for safety and for an abundance 

of Holy Spirit-filled moments.  Shalom and Thanks be to 

God! 

ST. PHILIP’S PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Named in Recent Foundation Grant Awards - Since the  

organizing of Hastings Public Schools Foundation, numerous 

rostered teachers who are also members of St. Philip's  

have applied and been awarded Foundation grants to 

enhance their classrooms and teaching effectiveness.  

 

Five teachers earning acknowledgement and 

congratulations for recent grants as named in the Hastings 

Gazette are Jeff Hanson, Annette Hanson, Amy Mares, 

Katy Linne and Melanie Rowan.   

 

Other teachers from St. Philip's who have been awarded 

grants in past years are Lori Best, Laura Zabel, Ellie 

Lundstrom, Brian Drummond, Miki Atkins, Jenny Herber, 

Michelle Munger, May Ellen Fox, Bob Cruse, Kurt Zabel 

and Margaret Cox.  Congratulations to all sixteen St. 

Philip's members for being educators of distinction to 

Hastings' students.  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! ITALIAN DINNER - Mark your 

calendar for a lovely evening of delicious food, wonderful 

fellowship, and exciting silent auction items! March 25. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm for music, silent auction bidding, 

and hors d’oeuvres.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm. 

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students.  

 

Tickets will be available starting March 5 in the Narthex 

and in the church office. 

 

Families of the students going on this summer’s 

AMNICON canoe trip will be hosting the evening, but are 

happy to welcome anyone who would like to join in the 

serving fun.  

 

 

SILENT AUCTION - The Italian Dinner is an exciting 

multi-generational endeavor that helps our older students 

raise money for summer trips, mission work, and other 

church-family related activities throughout the year. A 

large part of this event is the ever-exciting silent auction.  

 

Donations in the past have included popcorn, fishing trips, 

beautiful carvings, delicious baked goods and more! The 

imagination and generosity of our church family makes the 

silent auction something special for everyone. To make 

this successful, we need a large variety and number of 

offerings. We will start accepting donations immediately.  

 

The silent auction bidding will start the Sunday before the 

Italian Dinner (March 19). Please contact Stephanie 

Becken with any questions. stephanieb@splchastings.org 

or 651-437-6541. 

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
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GARAGE AND PLANT SALE PLANNING 

BEGINS - The 13th Annual Garage and Plant Sale will 

happen Saturday June 10 from 8:00 until 3:00 pm.  

 

The organizational meeting that sets the plan for the sale 

will be on Thursday, March 23 at 6:30 pm.  It would be 

wonderful to see all those active in last year's sale 

attending this meeting if at all possible.  If you are 

unavailable for the meeting, but know you can help the 

project again please let Glenda Schnirring or Kathy 

Stockman know.  

 

This is an all-congregational event that pumps spirit and 

goodwill into the community and the congregation.  

Traditionally as many as 150 households will impact the 

sale in some way.  

 

Proceeds from the 2016 reached $17,500 which was 

dedicated to expanding and enhancing the numerous 

ministries of St. Philip's.  

 

Please start setting aside items that can be offered at the 

sale. Items not acceptable are large tube TVs, large 

entertainment centers, appliances and fitness equipment.  

Glenda Schnirring and Kathy Stockman will coordinate the 

details of the sale.  

 

 

50th ANNIVERSARY SATURDAY NIGHT 

SOCIAL AND GRAND 

WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE 

PLANNING - The 50th 

Anniversary team is busily working 

on the details of a memorable 50th 

Anniversary observance on April 

29 and 30.  And you won't want to 

miss the complimentary luncheon 

which will be served to all who respond with an RSVP at 

noon on April 30.  

 

Watch for the announcement that will ask you to check 

your name as "coming" as early as March. This is a 

formidable project that is destined to be inspirational in 

many ways.  

 

Recent progress has been mostly in the correspondence 

and promotion area. A banner will be mounted on the 

building very soon by Sidelinesigns. It will declare 

"Celebrating Fifty Years" 1967 - 2017.  

 

Team members are:  Pam Hoffman, Patty Todnem, Marita 

Legreid, Becky Raimann, Margaret Goderstad, Paul 

Munger, Darla Kimmes and Glenda Schnirring.   

 

 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE 

TWIN  

August 8, 7:10, - Twins vs. Brewers  

 

Take note that "Lutheran Night at the 

Twins" is August 8 this year. Tickets 

will be $28 each. A sign up will begin for this in mid-June. 

Happy to say a first family has already asked to have 4 

tickets saved.  Glenda Schnirring is the contact for this 

annual and fun event.  We see our name in lights as one of 

many Lutheran groups in attendance. Transportation is self 

planned.  

 

 

REQUESTING YOUR “TIME AND TALENTS” for 

the 50th Anniversary.  St. Philip's Stewardship Team is 

bringing forward to all members the reminder that 

Stewardship includes one's time and skills.  The 50th 

Anniversary coming up April 29 and 30 is a labor intensive 

event that will need the steps and hands of quite a few 

people.  

 

Be ready to offer your time or skills as the details of the 

event unfold. A sign-up for helping with details of the 

Anniversary will be on the kiosk.   The Stewardship Team 

thanks you.    

 

 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE OF MINNESOTA 

Declares Need for Adoptive Families (foster care 

adoption) - In a recent teleconference with St. Philip's LSS 

Ambassador, Glenda Schnirring, one of the issues on the 

agenda was the fact that there are 500 children waiting for 

foster care adoption through LSS of Minnesota and 

Children's Home Society with which LSS recently joined 

programs. This is a daunting number of young people LSS 

would like to place in qualified homes which would result 

in these children having a more than fair chance of a full 

and healthy development. If this note triggers interest in 

you or anyone you know please contact lssmn.org for the 

website that would guide one to the adoption program 

and many other programs.  

 

Lutheran Social Service of MN is the agency for all people 

whose needs fit their wide array of people-helping 

programs. It has served Minnesota for 152 years and is 

supported annually by benevolence offerings from St. 

Philip's members along with many other sources of 

income. 
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THRIVENT FINANCIAL “CHOICE DOLLARS” 

Deadline is March 31, 2017 - Financial Secretary John 

Bergland reminds us that if you are Thrivent member who 

owns products which  generate "Choice Dollars", it is 

time to have your dollars designated.  Thrivent reports 

that over 335,000 members chose to give their "Choice 

Dollars" to 32,000 churches so far in 2016.  St. Philip's has 

received $2,432 so far from members who have used their 

opportunity. It is an appreciated addition to the General 

Fund for ministry.  The dollars are transferred online 

directly to St. Philip's once the member has made that 

designation. Go to Thrivent.com and find the link for 

Choice Dollars. Questions may be directed to Glenda 

Schnirring.  

 

 

SUMMER FUN DATES -  

  Garage Sale:  June 10 

  Bible Camp (grades 2-12): June 18-23 

  Summer Stretch (grades 5-8):   

     Wednesdays in the summer (dates tba) 

  VBS “Mighty Fortress”: July 17-20 with breakfast & 

     worship July 23 

  Family Camp: July 23-28 

  AMNICON Canoe Trip (Sr High): August 9-12 

  Confirmation Orientation: August 30 

 

 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

April 8 at 4:00-7:00 pm  

Please RSVP before April 3 

 

Joint Ministry Effort! Confirmation and Adult Spiritual 

Growth invite all congregation members for a food 

packing time at Feed My Starving Children. We will rent a 

bus, but space will be limited, so please contact Stephanie 

Becken as soon as possible if you would like to ride the 

bus (this includes students as well—this is one of our Lent 

meeting times—so we are hoping every confirmand will 

attend).  

 

We have a reservation for 50 people—and we’d love to 

fill every single space! You can sign up with Stephanie 

Becken, or you sign up directly online at www.fmsc.org. 

Our code is 1059416. If you have questions about ages, 

guidelines, and expectations, please check out Feed My 

Starving Children’s website.  

 

 

PLANT SALES - Gerten’s plant sales starts March 12. 

Packets will be available then and are due back March 26. 

This is a great time to stock up on annuals, perennials, and 

special plant baskets for spring while helping our students 

go to camp! Plants will be delivered April 30. 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES - April 1 and April 8 

at 9:00-10:00 am (plan on attending both). 

 

First Communion is one of many milestones in a young 

person’s faith journey—and it’s a family milestone. Families 

considering First Communion for their child are 

encouraged to save the date for education times led by 

Pastor Geier. Students and families will learn about the 

Sacrament, culminating with First Communion on April 13 

during the Maundy Thursday worship service. Please 

contact Pastor Geier if you have any questions or 

concerns about your child receiving first communion. To 

RSVP for the classes, please contact Stephanie Becken. 

 

 

CALLING ALL 5th and 6th GRADERS - Over the 

month of March, Pastor Geier will be leading the Sunday 

School hour with a special unit on Holy Baptism. This is 

part of our confirmation program, so even if your student 

is not currently participating in Sunday School, but would 

like to do confirmation, please have them attend. Sunday, 

March 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 9:35-10:25 am, with the 56’rs 

leading worship on March 29. Questions? Please email or 

call Stephanie Becken. 

 

 

THE HASTINGS RIVER VALLEY BAND invites you 

to “A Celebration of Music” at the Hastings Arts Center 

Sunday, March 5 at 3:00 pm.  This local community band 

of 45 talented musicians has been performing in the 

Hastings area for the past six years.  Under the direction 

of Rufino Ochoada, the band will feature flute soloist, 

Rebecca Kuehl, in the performance of “Carmen Fantasie 

Brillante” by Francois Borne.  Selections in the program 

will also include: 
 

Danse Carnival by Randall D. Standridge 

Where Never Lark or Eagle Flew by James Curnow 

Shoutin’ Liza Trombone by Henry Fillmore 

Rolling Thunder Concert March by Henry Fillmore 

Rain by Brian Balmages 
 

This is a FREE CONCERT, free will offerings will be 

accepted. 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS – We hope you 

have noticed the library book racks on 

the west side of the Narthex, meant to 

bring inspirational books out among us.  

Stop by during your Narthex time and 

look over the book selection.  Checking out a book is as 

easy as taking one off the shelf and returning it when you 

are done reading.  New books will appear frequently.  

Also, please feel free to donate your gently used books. 
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LADY’S LENTEN JOURNAL MAKING FUN – 

On Friday, February 10 a group of ladies had a fun evening 

making prayer journals that complimented an 8 part 

Biblical Devotion series for preparation of Easter.  Looks 

like a fun evening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th GRADE CONFIRMATION FUN – Obviously 

learning can be fun with this group.  Leaders Donnie and 

Shaunte Richards along with Stephen Hilding led the group 

in learning about the Lord’s Prayer. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brock Lundstrom painting his 

feet for an art project 

Mike Schenach and Katie Thomas working with the 

Sunday Parent Project hanging a Bible timeline 

The Jesus Is 

Like Us 

Project 

The 5 and 6 Graders being taught 

by Dr. Jennie Orr Thomas 

Preschool Fun 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:35-10:25 am 

Adult Forum 9:40-10:20 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  

Lenten Services beginning March 1 at 7:00 pm 
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